Tolstoy-Gandhi
1910
TOLSTOY had long been interested in India, her social development
and struggle against the British, her philosophy and religion. In 1908
he had written an epistolary article, "A letter to a Hindu", addressed
to an Indian revolutionary, in which Tolstoy opposed the policy of
violent resistance to aggression that had resulted, he said, in the
extraordinary paradox of the enslavement of India's millions by a
handful of English. "If the people of India are enslaved by violence,"
he wrote, "it is only because they themselves live and have lived by
violence and do not recognize the eternal law inherent in humanity."
This article was widely publicized and attracted Gandhi who
understood correctly its implicit message of civil disobedience and
passive resistance. And when he first wrote to Tolstoy in 1909, it was
to inform him of the satyagraha struggle that he was conducting in
South Africa. "I have," he wrote, "who am an utter stranger to you,
taken the liberty of addressing this communication in the interests of
truth, and in order to have your advice on problems, the solution of
which you have made your life-work." Tolstoy hastened to reply that
the letter gave him great joy, and he encouraged Gandhi's activities.
More letters were exchanged between Gandhi and Tolstoy in 1910.
Gandhi sent him his book, Hind Swaraj, which Tolstoy read and
warmly praised. On April 20 Tolstoy made the following note in
his diary: "In the evening read Gandhi about civilization; wonder-
ful." The next day he wrote: "Read book about Gandhi. Very
important. I should write to him."
In his letter to a friend, Tolstoy said: "Gandhi is very close to
us. He has read my writings, translated into Indian language my
'Letter to a Hindu5. He requests my opinion on his book. I want to
write to him in detail. Will you translate such a letter for me?"
Gandhi again wrote to Tolstoy on August 15. In his diary Tolstoy
wrote on September 6: "Good news from Transvaal about the